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Abiding in Christ 

 

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart 

from me you can do nothing. John 15:5 

 

The story has been told often of Lawrence of Arabia bringing some of his Arab friends to Paris after 

World War I.  He wanted to show them what western culture was like.  They visited the Louvre, the Champs-

Élysées, the Eiffel Tower, the Arc de Triomphe, and other sites in Paris.  The Arab visitors seemed to be 

somewhat underwhelmed.  Instead of being impressed with Paris and its beauty, they were impressed by the 

bathroom fixtures in the hotel.  They spent much time turning faucets on and off and watching all the water 

they needed or wanted being there automatically.  This was a big deal in the eyes of these desert dwellers.  

When the time to leave came, Lawrence’s friends were not at the meeting place packed and ready to go.  

Lawrence went to their various rooms and he found them in the bathrooms with wrenches and screwdrivers 

trying to take the faucets off of the sinks.  When Lawrence asked them what they were doing they gave the 

following reply.  “It is amazing that these faucets give all of the water we need when we want it.  We do not 

have these in our land and water is scarce.  If we could take these back with us, we could solve our water 

problems.”  Lawrence proceeded to explain that the faucets had to be hooked to a water supply with pipes in 

order to supply that water.  They left empty handed and disappointed. 

The Christian life is like those water faucets in Paris.  We must be connected to the Supply System in 

order function at all.  Jesus is that Supply System.  Jesus taught that if we are to bear fruit for Him, we, as 

branches, must abide in Him, the vine.  Just like those water faucets must be a part of the plumbing system 

connected to the supply system, we must be connected to Jesus to live the Christian life. Too many people 

make the same mistake in regard to spiritual matters that the Arabs made about the water faucets.  They 

believe that a successful Christian life is achieved first by outward actions such as working more, being 

involved in more ministries, and attending more workshops and conventions.  While these are great, they can 

never take the place of being in Christ.  If we are not connected to Christ, we run out of energy, become 

disillusioned, return to our former life, or our faith dies altogether.  Apart from Christ, we can do nothing. 

Paul wrote in Colossians 1:17 that “…in Christ all things hold together.”  If our family abides in Christ, 

we will be united and fruitful for Christ. In Christ, our family will glorify God.  In Christ, our family will grow in 

love for one another and in our love for God.  Our family must be in Christ. 

How can we make this happen?  First, mom and dad must be in Christ.  They must be baptized into 

Him.  Next, they both must grow in faith through hearing the word of God.  Then they must be in constant 

prayer.  The Lord’s church must be an integral part of family life.  Family devotionals must be a regular activity 

at home.  Children learn from singing, Bible lessons, and service to others.  Most importantly, children learn by 

example when mom and dad bring to life the Bible lessons taught in home devotionals.  Lessons learned from 

the actions of others are remembered longer and more vividly than lessons taught by words only. 

This week we need to be sure that like the faucets in Paris, our families have a strong connection to our 

supply system - Christ.  Make sure everyone in your family is in Christ. Then we can bear much fruit and glorify 

God. 
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