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In the Transfer Zone 

 
O my people, listen to my instructions.  Open your ears to what I am saying, for I will speak to you in a parable.  I will 
teach you hidden lessons from our past— stories we have heard and known, stories our ancestors handed down to 
us.   We will not hide these truths from our children; we will tell the next generation about the glorious deeds of the 
LORD, about his power and his mighty wonders.  For he issued his laws to Jacob; he gave his instructions to Israel.  
He commanded our ancestors to teach them to their children, so the next generation might know them—even the 

children not yet born—and they in turn will teach their own children.   So each generation should set its hope anew on 
God, not forgetting his glorious miracles and obeying his commands. Psalms 78:1-7 

 

Good people leave an inheritance to their grandchildren… Psalms 13:22 

 

Life is no brief candle to me. It is a sort of splendid torch which I have got a hold of for the moment, and I want to 

make it burn as brightly as possible before handing it on to future generations.  George Bernard Shaw 

 

Relay races in track meets – especially the Olympics – are exciting.  Like the women’s 4x100 qualifying race 

Thursday.  The most critical part of the race is the transfer of the baton.  At the end of each leg of the race, the baton 

is passed from one runner to the next runner in the transfer zone.  This continues until the last runner finishes the 

race.  Successfully passing the baton in the zone is critical.  A bad pass can cost the team precious seconds or even 

get them disqualified.  The fastest team does not always win a relay race.  Races are often won by a slower team that 

is more capable of passing the baton.  It is critical that the baton be passed as surely and securely as possible.  

In the Christian race, it is important that the family successfully pass the baton of faith down to the younger 

generation.  We must first be sure that our faith is something that is worth passing on.  We must strengthen and grow 

our faith constantly.  Then we must constantly work to make sure our generation and the younger generation are in 

synch so the pass can be done surely and securely. 

We as parents and grandparents can do this by continually modeling Jesus living in us.  We must teach God’s 

truth daily.  We must pray with our children.  We must put our faith in action by serving together with our children.  We 

must tell our children the ways we have seen God affect our lives.  We must tell them of our prayers that God has 

answered.  There are many effective ways to pass the baton.  We must determine what works best for our family. 

The world needs us to pass the baton.  When we do the church grows in strength.  Let’s consider the Olympic 

relay races we may have seen recently and pass the baton of faith successfully to our children. 
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