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The Content of Our Character 

 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

 Galatians 5:22-23 
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This weekend, our country remembers the contributions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  On August 28, 1963, 

Dr. King made a speech in Washington, D.C. in which he outlined his dream of America.  Part of his dream was 

described in the following statement:  “I have a dream that my four children will one day live in a nation where 

they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.” 

Unfortunately, most people are not judged by the content of their character today.  Normally decisions about 

a person are made based on their physical appearance, their personality or charisma, their financial status, their 

educational degrees, or their social status.  These outward superfluous traits often blind us so we cannot see a 

person’s real character.   Thankfully we serve a God who sees the hearts of people clearly. 

How can we develop Christian character in our children?  First, we can recognize the qualities of Christians 

that reflect good character.  We can find these in many places in the Bible, but a concise list can be found in 

Galatians.   They are listed as “fruit of the Spirit” and reflect good character.  Those of us who belong to Jesus 

have good character and bear the fruit of the Spirit. 

Second, we can work with our children to build character at an early age.  Tim Elmore suggests that we 

focus on the development of the following –  

 Personal discipline by giving them chores and holding them responsible for the completion of those jobs. 

 Personal security and identity by providing a secure environment at home, and an understanding of their 

heritage through their physical and spiritual families. 

 Personal convictions, values, and ethics by teaching them the lives of both good and bad Bible 

characters.  We should help them define the list of values by which they will live. 

Does our family develop good character in our children by modeling the fruit of the Spirit in daily life?  Are 

we helping our children develop Christian character by allowing them to experience Jesus’ teachings and 

example daily?  Our family is an incubator.  Let’s use it to develop Christian character in all of our family 

members.  Dr. King had a great dream for his children in 1963.  God has a dream today that His children will 

have good character and bear the fruit of His Spirit      
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